lecture, and chapters 1 and 3 of Keeping the Republic, have helped illustrate why the Framers supported a revolution despite their privileged positions. Building on course lecture and the readings, explain whether and to what degree the Constitution does or does not reflect the Framers values and experiences, by evaluating the extent to which they created institutions that fulfilled Madison’s goal of creating “a non-tyrannical republic” or as Dahl describes the purpose of the Constitution, to create “…a set of basic institutions…designed…for the purpose of attaining democratic values.” (Dahl 2003, p. 3). 
To answer this question you should address the following questions: To what degree are the values the Framers held and the circumstances in which they were socialized reflected in the Constitution they wrote?  How well and in which ways does the Constitution reflect the democratic values they claim to have held?  In which areas is the Constitution inconsistent with these values? To the extent that this occurs, why did they support rules inconsistent with their values?  On balance, how would you assess the Framers’ effectiveness?

For this assignment you will write an approximately 5-6 page paper that evaluates the extent to which the founders were effective in creating institutions that delivered these democratic values or ensured a non-tyrannical republic.  In answering provide a clear thesis that answers the question but also considers the totality of the evidence—that is both the democratic and non-democratic aspects of the Constitution.  You can take any position on the issue, but you must support it using evidence and arguments from class lecture, and readings.  In answering you should show an understanding of the context in which the framers acted and the challenges they faced.  
In writing, you should begin by stating your thesis and then very briefly summarize your argument.  You should also clearly identify the values central to democracy that serve as the basis of American government and your evaluation! It is fine to reject specific arguments and/or evidence from readings or lecture, however, you must provide empirical evidence for doing so (not just provide your own opinion). Employ specific concepts from class lectures and readings. To answer these questions you do not need to do outside research.  

Papers should be written using 12pt Times New Roman font, should be double-spaced, and have margins no larger than 1.25”. You should also include a works cited page. Grades will be based on addressing the prompt and showing knowledge of course materials, the originality and thoughtfulness of the arguments as well as mechanics (e.g., spelling, grammar, organization, and clarity of the writing). 

